
An Inspector Calls, by JB Priestley 

Listening Comprehension 

There are a few people celebrating. Find out what they are celebrating, who they are and put their names in the right boxes. Add what 
else you learn about them. In ‘hoping for’ you can speculate about what they dream of.  

The families’ names are Birling and Croft. Their Christian names are e.g. Arthur, Edna, Eric, George, Gerald, Lady, Sheila, Sybil.  

 

    
families The Birlings What the two 

families have in 
common:  

The Crofts 

parents’ 
names 

Arthur Birling Sybil Birling Sir George Croft Lady Croft 

father mother 
 

father mother 

children’s 
names 

Eric Birling Sheila Birling Gerald  

the fiancée’s brother  fiancée  engagement  fiancé   

parents’ 
status 

former Lord Mayor of 
Brumley, Alderman, 

capitalist 
 

friendly rivals, 
business 

competitors 

connoisseur of 
fine port  

“old county 
family, landed 

people” 
(15/14ff) 

owners of  Birling & Company   Crofts Limited  

hoping for  

steady progress, 
prosperity, a 
knighthood:  
“Sir Arthur”) 

a happy 
marriage? 

a monopoly “for 
lower costs and 
higher prices” 

(10/11) 

more success in 
business? 

 

       


