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Miss Prism leads Dr Chasuble 
astray 

MPr: You are too much alone, 
dear Dr. Chasuble. You 
should get married. A misan-
thrope I can understand – a 
womanthrope, never! 

Chs Believe me, I do not deserve 
so neologistic a phrase. The 
precept as well as the prac-
tice of the Primitive Church 
was distinctly against matri-
mony. 

MPr: That is obviously the reason 
why the Primitive Church 
has not lasted up to the pre-
sent day. And you do not 
seem to realize, dear Doctor, 
that by persistently remain-
ing single, a man converts 
himself into a permanent 
public temptation. Men 
should be more careful; this 
very celibacy leads weaker 
vessels astray. 

Chs But is a man not equally at-
tractive when married? 

MPr: No married man is ever at-
tractive except to his wife. 

Chs And often, I've been told, not 
even to her. 

MPr: That depends on the intel-
lectual sympathies of the 
woman. Maturity can always 
be depended on. Ripeness 
can be trusted. Young 
women are green. I spoke 
horticulturally. My metaphor 
was drawn from fruits.  
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