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Finland Tops Environmental Scorecard at World Economic Forum in Davos

New Haven, Conn.— Finland ranks first in the world in environmental sustainability out of 146 countries according to the latest Environmental Sustainability Index (ESI) produced by a team of environmental experts at Yale and Columbia Universities.

The 2005 ESI, to be released at the World Economic Forum January 27 in Davos,

Switzerland, ranks Norway, Uruguay, Sweden and Iceland two to five respectively. Their

high ESI scores are attributed to substantial natural resource endowments, low population

density, and successful management of environment and development issues.

The ESI ranks countries on 21 elements of environmental sustainability covering

natural resource endowments, past and present pollution levels, environmental

management efforts, contributions to protection of the global commons, and a society’s

capacity to improve its environmental performance over time.

The United States places 45th in the rankings. This high-middle ranking, just

behind the Netherlands (44) and ahead of the United Kingdom (66), reflects top-tier

performance on issues such as water quality and environmental protection capacity.

Bottom-rung results on other issues, such as waste generation and greenhouse gas

emissions, bring down the overall U.S. standing.

“The ESI provides a valuable policy tool, allowing benchmarking of environmental performance country-by-country and issue-by-issue,” said Daniel C. Esty, professor at Yale University and the creator of the ESI. “By highlighting the leaders and laggards, which governments are wary of doing, the ESI creates pressure for improved results.”

The lowest ranked countries are North Korea, Iraq, Taiwan, Turkmenistan and

Uzbekistan. Esty said these countries face many challenges, both natural and manmade,

and have poorly managed their policy choices.

(more)
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The 2005 ESI generates a number of policy conclusions. Income emerges as a

critical driver of environmental results. At every level of economic development,

however, there are countries managing their environmental challenges well and

others less so. For instance, Belgium is as wealthy as Sweden, but it lags badly with

regard to pollution control and natural resource management. In this regard, the variables

that gauge a country’s commitment to good governance – including robust political

debate, a free press, lack of corruption, rule of law are highly correlated with overall

environmental success.

The ESI demonstrates that environmental protection need not come at the cost of

competitiveness. Finland is the equal of the United States in competitiveness but scores

much higher on environmental sustainability and outperforms the U.S. across a spectrum

of issues, from air pollution to contributions to global-scale environmental efforts.

Analysis of the ESI data also makes it clear that developed countries face

environmental challenges, particularly pollution stresses and consumption-related issues,

distinct from those facing developing countries, where resource depletion and a lack of

capacity for pollution control are dominant concerns.

“Fundamentally, we see the ESI helping to make environmental decision-making

more empirical and analytically rigorous. Such a shift toward data-driven policy-making

represents a potential revolution in the environmental realm,” said Esty, who directs the

Yale Center for Environmental Law and Policy.

“While the ESI makes comparative policy analysis possible, it is shocking how

many critical environmental issues are still not measured in any usable way,” noted Marc

Levy, associate director of the Center for International Earth Science Information

Network in the Earth Institute at Columbia University and one of the lead contributors to

the ESI. “The international community must make a renewed commitment to developing

metrics to track policy progress, particularly in the context of the environmental elements

of the Millennium Development Goals – the worldwide effort to lift developing countries

above the burdens of poverty by 2015.”

The 2005 ESI rankings reflect refinements in methodology and advanced statistical techniques used to identify clusters of countries with similar environmental circumstances.

“Identifying a relevant peer group against whom to benchmark results turns out to

be a critical element of good environmental policymaking,” said Tanja Srebotnjak,

Director of the Yale Center for Environmental Law and Policy’s Environmental

Performance Measurement Project and the ESI chief statistician.
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“No country is on a sustainable trajectory—and the ESI demonstrates this,” said

Gus Speth, dean of the Yale School of Forestry and Environmental Studies. “We’ve all

got something to learn from those at the leading edge. And the ESI offers a mechanism

for identifying best practices across the spectrum of environmental issues.”

According to Jeffrey D. Sachs, director, The Earth Institute at Columbia University, the ESI is a pioneering attempt to bring systemic cross-country information to bear on the critical challenge of sustainable development. “This is not an easy task, since as the authors indicate, sustainability is multi-dimensional and not easily summarized in a single figure,” said Sachs. “The ESI enriches our understanding by honing in on a range of important issues, including human vulnerability to environmental stress, the functioning of ecosystems, and global stewardship. The report amasses, analyzes and presents an impressive range of fascinating data in the process. This enormous effort will promote a deeper international understanding of, and attention to, the key challenges of environmental management.”

The full 2005 Environmental Sustainability Index as well as a summary for

policymakers is available at: www.yale.edu/esi.

	2002 ESI rankings by country

	Rank
	Country
	ESI

	1 
	Finland 
	73.9 

	2 
	Norway 
	73.0 

	3 
	Sweden 
	72.6 

	4 
	Canada 
	70.6 

	5 
	Switzerland 
	66.5 

	6 
	Uruguay 
	66.0 

	7 
	Austria 
	64.2 

	8 
	Iceland 
	63.9 

	9 
	Costa Rica 
	63.2 

	10 
	Latvia 
	63.0 

	11 
	Hungary 
	62.7 

	12 
	Croatia 
	62.5 

	13 
	Botswana 
	61.8 

	14 
	Slovakia 
	61.6 

	15 
	Argentina 
	61.5 

	16 
	Australia 
	60.3 

	17 
	Panama 
	60.0 

	18 
	Estonia 
	60.0 

	19 
	New Zealand 
	59.9 

	20 
	Brazil 
	59.6 

	21 
	Bolivia 
	59.4 

	22 
	Colombia 
	59.1 

	23 
	Slovenia 
	58.8 

	24 
	Albania 
	57.9 

	25 
	Paraguay 
	57.8 

	26 
	Namibia 
	57.4 

	27 
	Lithuania 
	57.2 

	28 
	Portugal 
	57.1 

	29 
	Peru 
	56.5 

	30 
	Bhutan 
	56.3 

	31 
	Denmark 
	56.2 

	32 
	Laos 
	56.2 

	33 
	France 
	55.5 

	34 
	Netherlands 
	55.4 

	35 
	Chile 
	55.1 

	36 
	Gabon 
	54.9 

	37 
	Ireland 
	54.8 

	38 
	Armenia 
	54.8 

	39 
	Moldova 
	54.5 

	40 
	Congo 
	54.3 

	41 
	Ecuador 
	54.3 

	42 
	Mongolia 
	54.2 

	43 
	Central Af. Rep. 
	54.1 

	44 
	Spain 
	54.1 

	45 
	United States 
	53.2 

	46 
	Zimbabwe 
	53.2 

	47 
	Honduras 
	53.1 

	48 
	Venezuela 
	53.0 

	49 
	Byelarus 
	52.8 

	50 
	Germany 
	52.5 

	Rank
	Country
	ESI

	51 
	Papua N G 
	51.8 

	52 
	Nicaragua 
	51.8 

	53 
	Jordan 
	51.7 

	54 
	Thailand 
	51.6 

	55 
	Sri Lanka 
	51.3 

	56 
	Kyrgyzstan 
	51.3 

	57 
	Bosnia and Herze. 
	51.3 

	58 
	Cuba 
	51.2 

	59 
	Mozambique 
	51.1 

	60 
	Greece 
	50.9 

	61 
	Tunisia 
	50.8 

	62 
	Turkey 
	50.8 

	63 
	Israel 
	50.4 

	64 
	Czech Republic 
	50.2 

	65 
	Ghana 
	50.2 

	66 
	Romania 
	50.0 

	67 
	Guatemala 
	49.6 

	68 
	Malaysia 
	49.5 

	69 
	Zambia 
	49.5 

	70 
	Algeria 
	49.4 

	71 
	Bulgaria 
	49.3 

	72 
	Russia 
	49.1 

	73 
	Morocco 
	49.1 

	74 
	Egypt 
	48.8 

	75 
	El Salvador 
	48.7 

	76 
	Uganda 
	48.7 

	77 
	South Africa 
	48.7 

	78 
	Japan 
	48.6 

	79 
	Dominican Rep. 
	48.4 

	80 
	Tanzania 
	48.1 

	81 
	Senegal 
	47.6 

	82 
	Malawi 
	47.3 

	83 
	Macedonia 
	47.2 

	84 
	Italy 
	47.2 

	85 
	Mali 
	47.1 

	86 
	Bangladesh 
	46.9 

	87 
	Poland 
	46.7 

	88 
	Kazakhstan 
	46.5 

	89 
	Kenya 
	46.3 

	90 
	Myanmar (Burma) 
	46.2 

	91 
	United Kingdom 
	46.1 

	92 
	Mexico 
	45.9 

	93 
	Cameroon 
	45.9 

	94 
	Vietnam 
	45.7 

	95 
	Benin 
	45.7 

	96 
	Chad 
	45.7 

	97 
	Cambodia 
	45.6 

	98 
	Guinea 
	45.3 

	99 
	Nepal 
	45.2 

	100 
	Indonesia 
	45.1 

	Rank
	Country
	ESI

	101 
	Burkina Faso 
	45.0 

	102 
	Sudan 
	44.7 

	103 
	Gambia 
	44.7 

	104 
	Iran 
	44.5 

	105 
	Togo 
	44.3 

	106 
	Lebanon 
	43.8 

	107 
	Syria 
	43.6 

	108 
	Ivory Coast 
	43.4 

	109 
	Zaire 
	43.3 

	110 
	Tajikistan 
	42.4 

	111 
	Angola 
	42.4 

	112 
	Pakistan 
	42.1 

	113 
	Ethiopia 
	41.8 

	114 
	Azerbaijan 
	41.8 

	115 
	Burundi 
	41.6 

	116 
	India 
	41.6 

	117 
	Philippines 
	41.6 

	118 
	Uzbekistan 
	41.3 

	119 
	Rwanda 
	40.6 

	120 
	Oman 
	40.2 

	121 
	Trinidad and Tob. 
	40.1 

	122 
	Jamaica 
	40.1 

	123 
	Niger 
	39.4 

	124 
	Libya 
	39.3 

	125 
	Belgium 
	39.1 

	126 
	Mauritania 
	38.9 

	127 
	Guinea-Bissau 
	38.8 

	128 
	Madagascar 
	38.8 

	129 
	China 
	38.5 

	130 
	Liberia 
	37.7 

	131 
	Turkmenistan 
	37.3 

	132 
	Somalia 
	37.1 

	133 
	Nigeria 
	36.7 

	134 
	Sierra Leone 
	36.5 

	135 
	South Korea 
	35.9 

	136 
	Ukraine 
	35.0 

	137 
	Haiti 
	34.8 

	138 
	Saudi Arabia 
	34.2 

	139 
	Iraq 
	33.2 

	140 
	North Korea 
	32.3 

	141 
	United Arab Em. 
	25.7 

	142 
	Kuwait 
	23.9 


