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T HONORABLE HENREY WREIOTHESLY,
Earl of Southamgtan, and Baran of Tichfield,

The bove 1 dedicate to your lordship is without end; whereof
E this pamphlet, without beginnang, is but a superfluous moety.
The warrant [ have of your honourable disposition, not the warth
of my untutored lines, makes it assured of acceptance. What 1
have done is yours; what 1 have to do is yours; being partin
all T have, devotied yours, \Ware my worth greater, my duty would
m show greater; meantime, as itis, it is bound to vour lordship,
to whom [ wish long Be, stll lengthened with all happiness.

Your ordship's in all duty,
WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE.

R T
The Argument

Luciugs Tarquinius, for his excessve pnde surnamed Superbus,
13 after he had caused his own father-indaw Servius Tullies to be
cruelly murdered, and, contrary to the Roman laws and customs,
nat requirng or staving for the people's suffrages, had
possessed himself of the kingdom, went, accompanied with his sons
and other noblemen of Rome, to besiege Ardea. During which siege
20 the principsl men of the army meeting one evening at the tent of
Sewtus Tarquinius, the king's son, in their discourses after
supper avery ane commandad the wirtuas of his own wife: amang
whom Collabinus extolled the incomparable chastity of his wife
Lurratia. In that nlaasant humnor they nnsted tn Bnme: and
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aamb.s Tarmumus tha Iunq H s-un, in thurr nismumas a-ﬂ:ur
supper every ane commended the virtues of his own wife: amang
whom Collabinus extolled the incomparable chastity of his wife
Lueratia, In that pleasant humour thay pasted to Rome; and

23 intending, by their secret and sudden armival, to make trial of
that which every one had before avouched, l:ml'r Collatinus finds

l'll wl'- though it were late in the night, spinning amangst her
ds: the other ladies were all found dancing and revelling ur

In smrd disports, Whereupon the noblemen yelded Coll
= the victory, and his wife the fame. AL that time Sextus
Targuinius being inflamed with Lucrece’ baauty, yet smothering
his passions for the present, departed with the rest back to the
camp; from whence he shortly after privily withdrew himself, and
was, amlﬁnm his estate, royally anmmmad and Indged by
Lucri

i Ihre Marklerung mit der re-::hten Maustaste anklicken.
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] [ They came, the one
L @ other with Publius Valerius;
and finding Lucrece sttired in rnowming habit, demanded the cause
of her sarrow, Sha, first taking an of them for her
revenge, revealed the actor, and whole manner of his dealing, and
withal suddenly stabbed herseff. Which d one, with one consent
a5 thiey all vowed to root out the whole hated family of the
Targuins; and b the dead body to Rome, Brutus acquainted
the people with the doer and manner of the viie deed, a
bitter invectve against the tyranmy of the king: wherewith the
people were so moved, that with one consent and a general
50 acclamation the Tarquing were all exiled, and the state

government changed from kings % WHSIME%

The Rape of Lucrece

From the besieged Ardea all in post,

Borme by thi trustless wings of false desire,

Lust-breathed Targuin leaves the Roman host,
55 And to Collabum bears the lightless fire

which, in pale embers hid, lurks to aspire

And girdle with embracing flames the waist

Of Collatine's fair love, Lucrece the chaste.

Haply that name of 'chaste’ urhappily set

L This bateless edge on his keen appetite;
When Callating dnwiels dil net Lok
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the victory, and his wifie the fame. At that time Sextus
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his passions for the present, departed with the rest back ko the
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into her chamber, mIEl'rtlr rarlshad har, and 2l in the
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revenge, revealed the actor, and whole manner of his dealing, and
withal suddenly stabbed herseff. Which d one, with one consent
thiey all vowed to root out the whole hated family of the
Targuins; and b the dead body to Rome, Brutus acquainted
the people with the doer and manner of the viie deed, a
bitter invectve against the tyranmy of the king: wherewith the
people were so moved, that with one consent and a general
50 acclamation the Tarquing were all exiled, and the state
government changed from kings % consuls
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The Argument

rous,

for hiz excessive pride surnamed s:u?e .
us to be 15

Lucius Tarquind
own Father-in-Taw Zervius Tull

after he had caus
cruelly murdered, andy to the Roman laws and customs,
not reguiring or staying for : s, had

possessed himself of the kingdom, went, accompanied with his sons
and other noblemen of Aome, fo besiege Ardea. During which siege
tha principal men of the army meeting one evening at the temt of 20
sextus Tarquinius, the king's son, in their discourses after

supper e-u-eri' one cosmended the virtues of his own wife: amon

whom collatinus extolled the incomparable chastity of his wife
Lucretia. I that pleasant humour They posted To Rome; and
irtending, by thelr secret and sudden arrival, to make trial of 25
that whic ever'r.' one had before avouched, only collatinus Tinds
his wife, though 1t were late in the n'IEf'rt, spinndng amongst her
Imaids: the other ladies were all found anc1n5 and revelling, or
in several disports. whereupon the noblemen yielded Collatinus
the victory, and his wife the fame. At that time Sextus 30
Tarquinius being inflamed with Lucrece’ beauty, yet smothering
hiz passions for the present, departed with the rest back to the
camp; from whence he shortly aft = = =

was, according to nis estate, v Das Men( Bearbeiten auswahlen.
Lucrece at collatium. The same

irto her chamber, violently ravished her, and early Tn the

morning speedeth away. Lucrece, in this Jamentable plight,

hastily dispatcheth messen?ers one to kome for her father,

another tTo the camp for Co Tatine, ‘I'he?: came, The one

accompanied with Junius Brutus, the other with Publius valerius; 40

and finding Lucrece attired in mourning habit, demanded the cause

of her sorrow. She, first taking an oath of them for her
revenge, revealed the actor, and whole manner of his dealing,
witha sudden'ldy stabbed herself. which dons, with one consent
they a1l vowed to root out the whole hated family of the 45
Tarquins; and bearing the dead body to Rome, Brutus acguainted
tha peup'le with the doer and manner of the vile deed, with a
bitter invective against the tﬁrann}r of the king: wherewith the
ptu?‘ll were so moved, that with_one consent and a general
acclamation the Tar?\nns were 411 exiled, and the state 50
goverrment changed from kings to consuls,
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of her sorrow. She, first taking an oath of them for her

revenge, revealed the actor, and whole manner of his dealing, and
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